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In Japan, there is a culture to admire flowers in daily lives. Also from the ancient times,
Japanese have been cherishing Ikebana, traditional arts to arrange many kinds of flowers. There
are many types of flowers from cheap one to expensive one, and life-prolonging agents for cut
flowers are being sold in order to enjoy flowers for a long time.

However, in Ikebana, we combine variety of flowers and adjust the length, tilt of stems and
number of leaves, to prioritize how the art looks. For example, if the stem was bending backward
and facing wrong direction, we thread the wire and change the tilt. In addition, if the number of
leaves is too many and hiding another flower, we take the leaves. In other words, cut flowers which
we used in Ikebana are out of balance and each flower has missing parts.

In the background of thinking like this, there is a preliminary experiment which we conducted to
make clear whether life-prolonging agents have effect to cut flowers with no leaves. In result, there
was not so many differences between “flowers with no leaves/used life prolonging agent” and
“flowers with no leaves/ did not use life-prolonging agent”.

Therefore, we predicted that the presence or absence of leaves may be related to the effect of the
life-prolonging agents. We contacted to Fuji Nihon Seito Corporation which produces and sells life-
prolonging agents and found that life-prolonging agents for cut flowers are made for cut flowers

with leaves. We wanted to research the method to last cut flowers with no leaves longer.
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