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The Hiroishitani River flows near a former copper mine, which leaches high concentrations of
heavy metals into the water. This study looks for the reason why moss living in the river can survive .
We use Thin-Layer Chromatography and Gass Chromatography Mass Spectrometry for analysis. As
a result, some moss contains the same two organic matter, Ethyl 9-hexadecenoate and Hexadecanoic

acid, ethyl ester. So we think these two components allow the moss to tolerate heavy metals.
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