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Heavy metals from an abandoned copper mine are flowing into the Hiroishitani River at
concentrations which make it uninhabitable for aquatic life. If the concentration of the heavy metals
in the river water decreased could living things survive there? This study looked specifically at the
reproductive success rate of Daphnia magna living in various solutions of river water diluted with
mineral water. There was a low survival when the ratio of mineral water to river water fell between
4:1 and 7:1. The river has so much mental that the water has to be diluted 24 times before spawning

can be successful.
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