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We became interested in micro—plastics (MPs) when we saw the news that plastic waste in
the ocean is having a negative impact on living things in recent years. Therefore, we
investigated how many MPs there are in our home prefecture of Tokushima.

First, we dried sand collected in the prefecture and examined the number of MPs contained
in 100 grams using a microscope. The number of MPs was counted by applying a hot platinum
wire to the observed object and counting the number of MPs that stuck to the wire

The number of MPs in 100 g of the samples collected from Komatsu, Okazaki, Tai-no—hama,
and Shishikui beaches was 34, 33, 1, and 18, in that order.

The number of MPs in 100 g was 34, 33, 1, and 18, in that order. Next, to investigate the
relationship between the number of MPs and drifted objects, sand samples were collected at
the same beaches to determine the MPs. The results showed that the number of MPs was higher
in areas with more plastic drift. Therefore, it is thought that there is some relationship
between MP and the number of plastic debris

In the future, we would like to investigate the relationship between MPs and plastic

debris in detail.
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